
FROM DIBRY, LVKC STUDENT
" I  a l w a y s  t h i n k  t h a t  p o e t ry  is  a n  a rt .  I t  c a n  p a s s  a l l  y o u r  f e e l i n gs w ith

j u s t  o n e  v e r s e  a n d  y o u  c a n  s h o w  y o u r  e m o t io n s  t h r o u g h  i t .

T h i s  i s  h o w  I  f e e l  w h e n  I  r e a d  a  p o e m  s p e c ia l l y  i f  i t  is  a b o u t  m y c ountry

o r  r e l a t e d  t o  im m i g r a n ts . "  -  D i b r y  R a m o s

R e a d  o n  t o  s e e  o n e  o f  D i b r y ' s  f a v o r it e  p o e m s  c a l l e d  C o m o  T ú  /  L ik e You

/  L i k e  M e  b y  R ic h a rd  B l a n c o .

W e  t h a n k  D i b r y  a n d  h e r  t u t o r  L in d a  fo r  t h e i r  s u b m i s s i o n !  W e  e ncourage

a n y o n e  t o  s h a r e  a  f a v o r i t e  p o e m  o r  w o rk  o f  a r t  t o  t h e  L V K C  N ew slett er !

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS
OF KENT COUNTY

AUGUST 2023

RESOURCE
SPOTLIGHT
S t e p  F o r w a r d  ( I n t r o  -  L e v e l  5 )

i s  a  s t a n d a r d s - b a s e d

l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m

t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l

l a n g u a g e ,  s k i l l s  a n d  r i g o r o u s

c o n t e n t  a d u l t  E L L s  n e e d  t o

m e e t  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  a c a d e m i c

g o a l s .

C o n t e n t  i s  a n c h o r e d  t o

C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  r e a d i n e s s

s t a n d a r d s .

A t  W o r k  a n d  A c a d e m i c  f o c u s

d e v e l o p s  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g ,

p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  a n d

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s k i l l s .

F r e e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  O x f o r d

E n g l i s h  V o c a b u l a r y  T r a i n e r

a p p  w i t h  L e v e l s  I n t r o  -  4  g i v e s

s t u d e n t s  p e r s o n a l i z e d

f e e d b a c k  w h i l e  t h e y  b u i l d

t h e i r  v o c a b u l a r y  s k i l l s .

T e a c h e r  r e s o u r c e s  a r e

a v a i l a b l e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f r e e

o n l i n e  p l a c e m e n t  t e s t s ,  a u d i o ,

a n d  p r o d u c t  c o r r e l a t i o n s !

P i c k  u p  t h e  s e r i e s  a t  t h e

C o v e n t r y  L i b r a r y  o r  r e s e r v e

t h r o u g h  O c e a n  S t a t e

L i b r a r i e s !

THIS ISSUE
F r o m  D i b r y ,  L V K C  S t u d e n t

S t u d e n t  A c h i e v e m e n t s

R e s o u r c e  S p o t l i g h t

C o m o  T ú  /  L i k e  Y o u  /  L i k e  M e

C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s

coventrylibrary.org/lvkc

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  A n d y  o n  i m p r o v i n g  e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s k i l ls ,  and

i m p r o v in g  a  s c o r e  o n  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t es t !

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  H y u n  o n  in c r e a s i n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  c o m m unity

a c t i v i t ie s  a n d  in c r e a s in g  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  c h i l d r e n 's  e d u c a t ion al

a c t i v i t ie s !

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  w e  c e l e b r a t e d  E l e n a 's  n e w  jo b .  N o w  w e

c o n g r a t u l a t e  E l e n a  o n  i n c r e a s e d  i n v o lv e m e n t  in  c h i ld r e n ' s

e d u c a t io n a l  a c t iv i t ie s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t t a i n in g  w e l l n e s s  a n d  a  healthy

l i f e s t y l e !

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  A n a  o n  p a ss i n g  h e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t iz enship

t e s t !

L V K C  w o u l d  l ik e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  t u t o r s  M a r g a ,  D e b ,  B e t h ,  a n d  S c o tt  for

f i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o rt  s u r v e y ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  c e le b r a t e  our  LVKC

F a m i l y !  W e  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  t h a t  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m  f o r  t heir

c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t !

https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc


FOLLOW US

@LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty

@LVKC1

@literacykentcountyri

COMO TÚ / LIKE YOU / LIKE ME
Como Tú /  L i ke You /  L ike Me

Richard Blanco




{ f o r  t h e  D .A . C .A  D R E A M e r s  a n d  a l l  ou r  n at i o n 's  i m m i g r a n t s }

.  .  .  m y  v e i n s  d o n ’ t  e n d  i n  m e

b u t  i n  t h e  u n a n i m o u s  b l o o d

o f  t h o s e  w h o  s t r u g g le  f o r  l i f e  .  .  .

.  .  .  m i s  v e n a s  n o  t e r m in a n  e n  m í

s i n o  e n  l a  s a ng e u n á n i m e

d e  l o s  q u e  l u c h a n  p or  l a  v i d a  .  .  .

— R o q u e  D a l t on ,  C o m o  t ú

Como tú ,  I  question h istory ’s  b lur  in  my eyes

each t ime I  face a  mirror .  L ike a  mirror ,  I  gaze

into my pal m a  wr inkled map I  st i l l  can’t  read,

my l i fe l ine an unnamed road I  can’t  f ind,  can’ t

trace back to  the fork  in  my parents’  trek

that  cradl ed me here.  Como tú ,  I  woke up to

this  dr eam of  a  country  I  d idn’t  choose,  that

didn’t  choose me—trapped in  the n ightmare

of  its  hateful  g l ares.  Como tú ,  I ’m a lso from

the l akes and f arms,  waterfal ls  and pra i r ies

of  another  country  I  can’t  fu l ly  c la im either .

Como tú ,  I  am e i ther  a  mirage l iv ing among

these faces and streets that  ra ised me here ,

or  I ’ m nothing,  a  memory forgotten by  a l l

I  was taken fr om and can’t  return  to  again .

L ike memory,  at  t imes I  wish I  could  erase

the music  of  my name in  Spanish,  at  t imes

I  cher ish it ,  and despise my other  sy l lables

clashing in  Engl ish.  Como tú ,  I  want  to  speak

of  mysel f  in  tw o languages at  once.  Despite

my tongues,  no word def ines me.  L ike words,

I  read my footpr i nts  l ike  my past,  erased by

waves of  c i r cu mstance,  my future uncertain

as wind.  L i ke the wind,  como tú ,  I  carry  songs,

howl s,  whispe rs,  thunder ’s  growl .  L ike thunder ,

I ’m a  forei gn-borne c loud that ’s  dr ifted here,

I ’m l ightni ng,  and the balm of  ra in .  Como tú ,

our  b l ood ra ins for  the d i rty  th i rst  of  th is  land.

L ike th i rst ,  l ike  hunger ,  we ache with  the need

to save ourselves,  and our  country  from itsel f .
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NEED FOR
BOARD

MEMBERS
L V K C  is  lo o k in g f o r

vo lu n te ers  t o  j o i n  o u r  B o a rd

o f  D ir e c t o rs .




Fo r  m o re  inform a t i o n  on

h o w  y o u  ca n  he lp ,  p le a s e

c ont a c t  u s  a t

lvk c @ co v e n tr y l ib ra ry . o r g.

CONVERSATION CLASS
L e t ' s  T a l k  C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  m e e t :

T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g s  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  A M

E a s t  G r e e n w i c h  F r e e  L i b r a r y  ( 8 2  P e i r c e  S t . ,  E a s t  G r e e n w ic h ,  R I  0 2 8 1 8 )

V i r t u a l  O n l i n e  -  Z o o m  M e e t i n g  ( l i n k  p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  s ig n  u p ) :

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t s  f r o m  7 : 0 0  -  8 : 3 0  P M

S i g n  u p  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / le t s- t alk
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https://www.instagram.com/literacykentcountyri/
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https://poets.org/poet/richard-blanco
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