
TOP 10 U.S. LITERACY RATE STATISTICS
Nationwide,  on average 79%  of  U.S.  adults  are  l i terate in  2022.  21% of

adults  in  the US are i l l i terate in  2022.

54%  of  adults  have a  l i teracy below sixth-grade level .

21%  of  Americans 18 and older  are  i l l i terate in  2022.

Low l i teracy rates end up costing Americans up to  $2.2 tr i l l ion  every

year .

34%  of  the people  18 and older  with  low l i teracy prof ic iency weren't

born in  the United States.

The state with  the h ighest  rate of  chi ld  l i teracy is  Massachusetts ,  with

over  80% of  k ids there having good prof ic iency in  reading.

New Mexico  has the lowest l i teracy rate for  chi ldren,  with  over  30% of

the state's  chi ldren being i l l i terate.

New Hampshire  has the most people  18 and older  that  are  l i terate,  with

over  90% of  them knowing how to read and wr ite.

California  has the lowest l i teracy rate in  the country ,  with  23% of  them

having l i tt le  to  no prof ic iency in  reading ski l ls .

Throughout the US,  there were 66% of chi ldren  in  the fourth grade

couldn't  read wel l  in  2013.
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RESOURCE
SPOTLIGHT
T h e  S t a l k e r

G a i l  A n d e r s o n  -  D a r g a t z

( I n t e r m e d i a t e )

V e r y  e a r l y  o n e  S a t u r d a y

m o r n i n g ,  M i k e ’ s  p h o n e  r i n g s .

“ N i c e  d a y  f o r  a  l i t t l e  k a y a k

t r i p ,  e h ? ”  s a y s  t h e  d e e p ,

e c h o i n g  v o i c e .  “ B u t  I

w o u l d n ’ t  g o  o u t  i f  I  w e r e

y o u . ”

M i k e ’ s  b u s i n e s s  i s  g u i d i n g

v i s i t o r s  o n  k a y a k  t o u r s

a r o u n d  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e

w e s t  c o a s t .  T h i s  w e e k e n d ,

h e ’ l l  b e  t a k i n g  L i z ,  h i s  n e w

c o o k ,  a n d  t w o  s t r a n g e r s  o n

a  k a y a k  t o u r .  S o o n ,  h i s

p h o n e  r i n g s  a g a i n .  “ I ’ m

w a t c h i n g  y o u , ”  t h e  c a l l e r

s a y s .  “ S t a y  h o m e ”

M i k e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  s e t  o f f

o n  t h e i r  t r i p ,  b u t  t h e  s t a l k e r

s e c r e t l y  f o l l o w s  t h e m .  W h o

i s  h e ?  W h a t  w i l l  h e  d o ?  T h e

S t a l k e r  w i l l  k e e p  y o u

g u e s s i n g  u n t i l  t h e  e n d .

P i c k  u p  a  c o p y  o f  T h e

S t a l k e r  a t  t h e  C o v e n t r y

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  o r  r e s e r v e  a

c o p y  t h r o u g h  y o u r  l o c a l

O c e a n  S t a t e  L i b r a r y !

THIS ISSUE
L i t e r a c y  S t a t i s t i c s

R e s o u r c e  S p o t l i g h t

N o v e m b e r  B u c k e t  R a f f l e

L V K C  H o l i d a y  P a r t y

C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s

coventrylibrary.org/lvkc

ADULT LITERACY STATISTICS
The l i teracy rate for  Americans aged 18 and older  is  88%.

From 2012 to 2017,  a  survey conducted with  12,330 adult  part ic ipants

aged between 16 and 74 had a  mean score of  264 out  of  500 on a

l iteracy test .  There were part ic ipants from every  state and county within

the total  that  took the exam.

Literacy rates in  the US correlate with  the number  of  immigrants resid ing

in  a  specif ic  state,  whether  or  not  they're  legal  or  i l legal .  States with

large numbers of  legal  and i l legal  immigrants have a  60% greater  chance

of  i l l i teracy rates being above 20% for  the adult  populat ion.

h ttps://w ww .cr os s r ivert h er apy .com/r ese arc h/ l i t er a cy - s tat is t ic s

https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc


FOLLOW US

@LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty

@LVKC1

@literacykentcountyri

NOVEMBER BUCKET RAFFLE
O u r  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3  B u c k e t  R a f f l e  i s  c o m i n g !  L e t  u s  k n o w  i f  y o u  w o u ld

l i k e  t o  d o n a t e  a n  i t e m  t o w a r d s  o u r  R a f f l e  F u n d r a is e r .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e

t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a n  i t e m ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  o r  s w in g  b y  t h e  L V K C  o f f ic e

b e f o r e  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  2 0 2 3 .  P a s t  i t e m s  i n c l u d e  g if t  c a r d s ,  h a n d c r a f t e d

j e w e l r y ,  a r t i s t i c  g l a s s w a r e ,  h a n d m a d e  q u i l t s ,  a n d  m o r e !

2023 LVKC
BOARD OF

DIRECTORS 
Lynn Blanchette

Pre s id en t

Nancy Abood

S e c r e ta ry :  

Stephanie  Eddleston

T re a s u rer

Megan Weeden

Lib rary  Dir e ct o r

Sandra Dupree

Marianne Fung

Marga Matheny

Wil l iam Rogers

Jessica Haughton

Pro g ram  Direc tor

Robin  Leroux

O ff i c e  A ss ist ant

Contact  Information

1672 Flat  R iver  Road

Coventry ,  R I  02816

401-822-9103

lvkc@coventry l ibrary .org

CONVERSATION CLASS
L e t ' s  T a l k  C o n v e r s a t i o n  C l a s s  i s  a  s m a l l - g r o u p  E L L  ( E S L )  p r o g r a m

d e s i g n e d  t o  p r i m a r i l y  s e r v e  t h o s e  E L L  s t u d e n t s ,  1 8  o r  o l d e r ,  w h o  a r e

c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o n e - o n - o n e  t u t o r in g ,  o r  t h o s e  a w a it i n g  a

t u t o r .  T h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l ,  t a s k - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s

m a x i m i z e  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  i s  f r e e  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g s  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  A M

E a s t  G r e e n w i c h  F r e e  L i b r a r y  ( 8 2  P e i r c e  S t . ,  E a s t  G r e e n w ic h ,  R I  0 2 8 1 8 )

V i r t u a l  O n l i n e  -  Z o o m  M e e t i n g  ( l i n k  p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  s ig n  u p ) :

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t s  f r o m  7 : 0 0  -  8 : 3 0  P M

S i g n  u p  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / le t s- t alk

ANNOUNCEMENTS

coventrylibrary.org/lvkc

NEED FOR
BOARD

MEMBERS
L V K C is  lo o k ing  f o r

v olunt e e r s to  jo i n  o u r  B o a rd

o f  D ire c t o r s .

F o r  m or e  i n f o r m a ti o n  o n

ho w  yo u  ca n  h e l p ,  p l e a s e

c ont ac t  u s  a t

lv kc @ c o v en t r y l ib ra ry .or g .

LVKC HOLIDAY PARTY
L i t e r a c y  V o l u n t e e r s  o f  K e n t  C o u n t y  w o u l d  l ik e  t o  c e le b r a t e  t h e  h o l id a y s

w i t h  t u t o r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  f a m i l y !  P l e a s e  j o in  u s  f o r  o u r  h o l id a y  p a r t y

o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 3  a t  6  P M .  P l e a s e  R S V P  o n  o u r

w e b s i t e ,  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  b y  p h o n e  o r  e m a i l ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  b e t t e r

p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  e v e n t .  c o v e n t r y l i b r a r y . o r g / l vk c -h o l id a y - p a r t y

https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty
https://twitter.com/lvkc1
https://www.instagram.com/literacykentcountyri/
https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyVolunteersKentCounty
https://twitter.com/lvkc1
https://www.instagram.com/literacykentcountyri/
https://coventrylibrary.org/lets-talk
https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc
mailto:lvkc@coventrylibrary.org?subject=LVKC%20Board%20Member%20Interest
https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc-holiday-party
https://coventrylibrary.org/lvkc-holiday-party

