
NOVEMBER 2024

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS
OF KENT COUNTY

EXPERIENCES AND EMOTIONS I WENT THROUGH
BY CHRISTOPHER SALMERON

I t ’ s  a  l o n g  s t o r y  b e h i n d  t h is ,  b u t  I ’ l l  s u m m a r i z e  a  l i t t l e … .

             E v e ry t h i n g  s t a r t e d  a  y e a r  a n d  s o m e  m on t h s  a g o ,  t o  b e  e x act,  last  March

w h e n  I  d e c i d e d  t o  c o m e  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y :  U . S .A .  I  w a s  v e r y  e x c it e d t o  meet new

p e o p l e ,  m a k e  f r i e n d s ,  l e a r n  t h e  n e w  l a n g u ag e ,  a n d  d i s c o ve r  n e w  places to  v is it .

             M o n t h s  a f te r  I  a r r i v e d  h e r e ,  I  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  an d  sp e a k i n g En gl ish w ith

m y  c o w o r k e r s ,  l e a r n in g  th e  l a n g u a g e  a t  t h e s am e  t i m e a n d  fee l i n g more

c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  m y s e l f .  A n d  I  s a i d  t o  m y s el f ,  “K e ep  g oi n g . ”

             B y  S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r  o f  2 0 2 3  I  s t ar t e d g o i n g  o u t  w it h  my cousins  to

l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  R h o d e  I s l a n d  h o l i d a y s  a n d fe s t iv a ls ,  t o  k no w  m ore p laces in

t h e  c i t y  a n d  t o  m a k e  m o r e  f r i e n d s .  A t  t h is  p oi n t ,  I  f e e l  v e r y  g o o d,  I  feel  very

h a p p y  b e c a u s e  o f  h o w  I  sp e a k  E n g l i s h  a n d t h e  w a y I  a m  l e a r n i ng  Engl ish so

q u i c k l y .

             I  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r ie n ces  d u r in g  m y w o r k  a nd w ith  m y

f a m i l y .  O n e  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  w h e n  I  w e n t  t o  B l o ck  Is l an d ,  w h i c h  i s  an  is land in

t h e  m i d d l e  o f  th e  o c e a n  w h e r e  I  w e n t  f o r  w or k .  I  w a s  w o rk i n g  i n  a  new ho use

w h e n  a  l a d y  w h o  w a s  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  s t r e e t  c a m e  t o  m e to  a s k  m e  about  the

h o u s e  a n d  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  I  w a s  ab l e  to  a n sw e r  a l l  h e r  q u est ions.

             M y  A m e r ic a n  f r i e n d  J a y ,  w h o  w a s  w o r k i n g  ne x t  t o  m e ,  c o n gratulated me,

s a y i n g  I  d i d  a  g o o d  jo b  t a k i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a d y ,  b e c au se  I  w a s r e s p ec tful  and she

u n d e r s t o o d  a l l  t h a t  I  s a i d .

             A n o t h e r  t i m e  w e  w e r e  w o r k i n g  a t  a  m a n ’s  ho u s e  w h o  h a s  many

r e s t a u r a n t s  in  R h o d e  I s l a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  on  Bl oc k  I s l a n d .  A f t e r  we f in ished

w o r k  a t  h i s  h o u s e ,  h e  ca m e  t o  m e  t o  sa y  h e  w a s  ve ry  s u r p r is e d  h ow wel l  I  spoke

E n g l i s h  i n  s u c h  a  s h o r t  t im e .  H e  o f f e r e d  m e  a  j o b  i n  o n e  o f  h is  B lock Is land

r e s t a u r a n t s .  H e  s a id ,  “ I  n e e d  p e o p l e  l i k e  y o u,  ve ry  f r i e n d ly ,  c h a r i smatic ,

r e s p e c t f u l ,  w h o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  a n d  S p a n is h . ”  H e  c o n g r a tu l a t e d m e again  saying,

“ Y o u r  E n g l i s h  i s  r e a l l y  g o o d ,  I  a m  v e r y  su r p r is ed .”  I  t o l d  h i m ,  t h a n k you so m uch

f o r  o f f e r i n g  m e  a  j o b /  a n d  I  w i l l  c a l l  y o u  i f  I  a m  i n t er es t e d.

             W h e n  p e o p l e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  m e ,  I  f e el  s o  g o o d  a b o u t  m y s e l f .  T heir  good

w i s h e s  m a k e  m e  t h in g  t h a t  I  c a n  d o  e v e r y t h i ng  I  w a n t  a n d  I  s h o u ld  keep going.

B a d  B u n n y  is  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r it e  a rt i s t s  a n d  h e  s ay s  i n  o n e  o f  h is  songs,  “K eep

g o i n g  f o r  y o u r  d r e a m s ,  a n d  d o n ’ t  l e t  p e o p l e  ru i n  t h e m  fo r  y o u . ”

(continued)
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O u r  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 4  B u c k e t  R a f f l e  i s  h e r e!  S t o p  b y  t h e  C ov en t r y  P u b l i c

L i b r a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h  o f  N o v e m b e r  to  c h e ck  o u t  a l l  th e it em s

y o u  c o u l d  w i n  i n  o u r  r a f f l e !  E n te r  t o  w i n  a t  t he  C i r cu l a t io n  D es k  for

p r i z e s  v a l u e d  u p  t o  $ 1 1 5 !  T h e a t e r  t i c k e t s ,  g i f t  b a sk e ts ,  j ew e lr y ,  g i f t

c e r t i f i c a t e s  a n d  m o r e !

T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 1  p e r  1  t i c k e t  O R  $ 5  f o r  6  t i c k et s.

EXPERIENCES AND EMOTIONS I WENT THROUGH
(CONT.)
             I  c o n t i n u e  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  m a n y  c h a n g e s  in  m y l i f e ;  d o in g  m a n y  t h in g s ,

b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  a l w a y s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  o t he r  s ee m e :  I  se e  m ys e l f  a s

v e r y  f r i e n d l y ,  h a p p y ,  w i t h  a  s m i l e  o n  m y  f a c e  a n d  a l w a y s t r y i n g  t o  b e  k i n d .  A n d

m y  p e r s o n a l i t y  h a s  l e t  m e  m a k e  m a n y  f r i e n d s .

             T h i s  l i f e  i s  t e a c h i n g  m e  t o  a l w a y s  d o  m y  b e s t ,  to  b e  a  n i c e  g u y ,  t o  h e l p

p e o p l e  w h e n  I  c a n  a n d  t o  b e  a  b e t t e r  p e r s o n  e v e r y  da y .  P a r t  of  t h i s  l i f e  i s  t o  b e

a b l e  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  w i t h o u t  t r a n s l a t i n g  e v e r y t h in g  i n  m y m i nd  b e f o r e  s a y in g

i t .  S o m e t i m e s  l e a r n i n g  a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e  c a n  b e  h a r d ,  b u t  n ot  i m p o s s ib l e .  I

k n o w  t h a t  I  c a n  r e a c h  m y  g o a l s  b e c a u s e  I  a m  u n iq u e  a n d  sp e c ia l  in  t h is  w o r l d .  I

a m  f e e l i n g  p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f  b e c a u s e  I  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t in u e  a nd  d i d n ’ t  g ive  u p .

             D o n ’ t  a l l o w  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t o  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  t o  d o.  B e l ie ve  i n  y ou rs e lf ,  k e ep

p r a c t i c i n g  a n d  n e v e r  g i v e  u p  b e c a u s e  y o u  C A N  D O  IT .  E v e r y  m o m en t  i s  a  n e w

c h a n c e  t o  b e  a  b e t t e r  v e r s i o n  o f  y o u r s e l f .

- C h r i st o p h e r  S a l m er on

NEWSELA TUTOR IN-SERVICE
L V K C  i s  h o s t i n g  a  N e w s e l a  T u t o r  I n - S e r v i c e  on  D e c e m b er  4,  2 0 2 4  a t

1 1 : 0 0  A M .  O u r  i n - s e r v i c e  w i l l  c o v e r :  -  W h a t  i s  N e w se la ?  -  Th e  F e a t u r e s

o f  N e w s e l a  -  T u t o r  f e a t u r e s  -  H o w  t o  m a k e  a n  a cco u n t  -  H el p /s u p p or t

P l e a s e  r e g i s t e r  a t  coventryl ibrary.org/tutor-in-service
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